The trade in all parrots, with the exception
of two species, is controlled by CITES

(the Convention on International Trade

in Endangered Species). This convention
is the key to preventing international
trade in endangered wild parrots and
other species. TRAFFIC is working
worldwide to improve CITES legislation,
assist and train customs officers and other
officials involved in the regulation of
trade, and carry out monitoring, research
and investigations into wildlife trade and
illegal trade activities. TRAFFIC is also
supporting the development of
enforcement methods such as DNA
testing for countering fraudulent captive
breeding claims.

TRAFFIC is a programme of WWF and

IUCN (the World Conservation Union),
established to monitor trade in plant

and animals.
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World Parrot Trust was founded in 1989
to promote the survival of all parrot
species and welfare of individual birds.
So far it has initiated and supported
conservation and welfare projects

in 20 countries for 37 species of parrot.

Blue and yellow macaw, Venezuela
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WWEF conserves wildlife and
the natural environment for present
and future generations.

White-breasted parakeet, Ecuador
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Habitat loss, Brazil
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Australian king parrot, Australia
photo:M Rautkari /WWF-UK

Solutions

Threats from habitat loss and trade
need to be addressed. The following
actions should be promoted:

The establishment and practical
realisation of an ecologically
representative network of protected
areas covering at least 10 per cent

of each of the world s forest types

by the end of the year 2000. At present
eight per cent of the world s forests

are designated protected areas.

The independent certification of at

least 25 million hectares of well-managed
forests by June 2001 focussing on key
timber producing countries. So far

more than 16 million hectares have

been certified.

Governments (especially the 145
signatories to CITES) must provide
adequate resources to implement CITES.
Management and scientific authorities,
customs and police, are key players in
the fight against illegal wildlife trade,
and under-funding these agencies limits
their role in the control of trade and the
fight against wildlife crime.

CITES must be enforced if it is to be
effective. This requires adequate laws
in all member countries, including
penalties that are sufficient deterrents
against illegal activities. To counter
fraudulent captive breeding claims,
TRAFFIC recommends that law
enforcement agencies undertake detailed
checks (including DNA sampling)

of commercial shipments and domestic
transactions of captive-bred parrots.

For further information
please contact:

WWEF-UK
Telephone: 01483 426444
www.wwif-uk.org

TRAFFIC
Telephone: 01223 277427
www.traffic.org

WORLD PARROT TRUST
Telephone: 01736 753365
www.worldparrottrust.org
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