STOPPING THE ILLEGAL
WILDLIFE TRADE

Osprey

The illegal trade in wild plants and animals – whether elephant ivory,
rhino horn or animals captured as exotic pets – is a growing threat pushing
thousands of species to the brink of extinction. Illegal wildlife trade means the
selling or exchange of wild plants and animals that are at risk and protected by
law. It involves live plants and animals (e.g. rare orchids or tropical birds)
or products derived from them (e.g. jewellery, medicine, food or clothing).

On average one
pangolin is snatched from
the wild every five minutes.
Pangolins are trafficked to
countries where their meat
is considered a delicacy
and their scales are believed
to have healing powers.

Musk deer are
hunted for their
scent glands
which are used
in perfumes and
medicines.

There are only
around 3,900 tigers
left in the wild. Tigers
are killed for their
skins, and for their
bones which are
used in traditional
medicine.
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Millions of
animals are captured and
sold illegally as exotic
pets. The vibrant feathers
of the hyacinth macaw
make it a target for the
illegal wildlife trade.
Only around 3,000 are
left in the wild.
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Around 20,000
African elephants
are killed every year
for their ivory –
that’s around
55 every day!
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Together we can help to end the illegal wildlife trade.
Speak out and talk about the importance of protecting wildlife and nature. Find out more at wwf.org.uk.

On average
three rhinos are killed
every day for their horns.
In some countries,
rhino horns are used in
traditional medicine.
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The illegal
wildlife trade includes
plants as well as
animals. Rare orchids
are illegally being taken
from the wild to be sold
as ornamental plants.

