


 

Mining 

 

 In some parts of South 

America, miners use poisonous 

chemicals to extract gold and 

other minerals from the 

ground. These chemicals pollute 

rivers, affecting fish, plants and 

other animals.   
 

Pet trade 
 

 Exotic birds and other animals 

are often captured illegally and 

sold as pets around the world.  
 

Hunting 

 
With new settlers coming to the 

forest, hunting for food is also a 

major threat to many animals, 

including the sloth and woolly 

monkey. Other animals, such as 

the jaguar, are hunted for their 

skin or killed by farmers to 

protect livestock.      
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Amazing fact 

A messy eater, the macaw helps new plants to grow by 

dropping seeds on the ground. 

 

Description  

The blue-and-yellow macaw uses its 

strong beak to crack open nuts to 

eat, and to climb trees. Its bold 

colours help it to blend in with the 

bright sunlight and blue sky. 

 

2  Blue-and-yellow macaw 

Home 

Macaws are often seen flying above the 

forest canopy or feeding amongst the 

branches of tall trees. 

Threats 

Deforestation and illegal pet trade. 

 

 

Food 

The macaw feeds mainly on nuts, 

berries and seeds from the rainforest.  
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Amazing Fact 

Scarlet macaws often eat clay from river banks. This might help 

them to digest toxic fruit.   

 

 

Description 

The scarlet macaw is a large, 

colourful parrot. From beak to tail 

tip, it can measure up to 80 

centimetres! It has a strong, hooked 

beak for breaking nuts and seeds. 

Macaws mate for life. 

 

4 Scarlet macaw 

Home 

Scarlet macaws spend most of their time in 

and above the canopy of the forest, usually in 

large, noisy groups. They make their nests in 

holes that they find in tall trees. 

Threats 

Deforestation and illegal pet trade 

Food 

They feed on nuts, leaves, berries 

and seeds from the rainforest. 
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Amazing Fact 

The woolly monkey has a thick coat, which protects it from the 

sun, rain and biting insects. 

Description 

The woolly monkey uses its long 

limbs and strong tail to grip on to 

branches.  It makes loud noises to 

communicate with other monkeys, 

as it is difficult to see through the 

forest.  

 

8 Woolly monkey 

Home 

Woolly monkeys spend most of their time 

high in the forest canopy, rarely coming 

down to the ground.  

 

Threats 

Deforestation, illegal pet trade and hunting for meat and fur 

 

Food 

The woolly monkey feeds mainly on 

fruit and sometimes eats leaves, 

seeds and insects. 
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Amazing Fact 

The tree boa uses special heat sensors above its mouth to 

detect other animals, so it can hunt in the dark.  

 

Description 

These tree-climbing snakes come in 

all sorts of colours and patterns, 

helping them to blend in. Hunting 

mainly at night, they grab their 

victims with their needle-like teeth, 

then strangle them to death.  

 

10 Tree boa 

Home 

Tree boas live mostly in the trees, but their 

supple bodies allow them to slither easily 

down to the forest floor. 

 

Threats 

Deforestation 

Food 

They feed on a range of animals, 

such as frogs, lizards, rats and other 

small mammals. They also eat birds, 

and can even catch them in mid-air! 
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Amazing Fact 

The ocelot has pointed fangs to kill prey and sharp back teeth 

to tear its flesh. 

 

Description 

A strong swimmer and an agile 

climber, the ocelot looks quite 

similar to a domestic cat. Its spotty 

coat provides perfect camouflage in 

the forest, and its excellent sight and 

hearing help it to hunt at night. 

13 Ocelot 

 

Home 

The ocelot tends to sleep in the dense 

leafy canopy during the day, coming 

down at night to hunt on the forest 

floor. 

Threats  

Deforestation, illegal pet trade and hunting for fur 

Food 

Its diet includes small mammals, birds, 

fish and reptiles, such as iguanas, 

tortoises and snakes.   
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Amazing Fact 

Spider monkeys help the growth of plants in the forest by 

spreading the seeds of the fruit they eat through their 

droppings! 

Description 

The spider monkey can move easily 

from tree to tree with its hooklike 

hands, gripping tail and super-bendy 

shoulders. It uses its strong tail and 

long limbs to hang upside down, like 

a spider.  

  

14 Spider monkey 

 

Home 

The spider monkey spends most of its 

time in the middle and upper levels of 

the forest, almost never coming down 

to the ground. 

Threats  

Deforestation and illegal hunting 

Food 

It feeds on fruit, seeds, leaves, flowers, 

bark, honey and sometimes small 

insects.  
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Amazing Fact 

If disturbed, this frog will suddenly open its big, bulging red 

eyes to startle predators, giving it enough time to jump away to 

safety. 

Description  

An agile climber, the red-eyed tree 

frog has strong suction pads on its 

toes that allow it to cling to 

branches, tree trunks and even the 

undersides of leaves. When it closes 

its eyes to rest during the day, its 

green eyelids help it to blend in 

amongst the foliage.   

  

15 Red-eyed tree frog 

 

Home 

These frogs live in trees near water sources, 

to keep their skin moist. Like many other 

amphibians, they start life as tadpoles. The 

tadpoles live in ponds or in water that 

collects in plants.    

Threats  

Deforestation 

Food 

The tree frog hunts at night for insects 

such as crickets, flies and moths. It 

catches them by shooting out its long, 

sticky tongue. 
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Amazing Fact 
Because of its super-flexible ankles, the coati can climb down 
trees head first! 

 

Description 
A relative of the raccoon, the coati 
uses its long, pointed nose to sniff 
out food in small crevices. Females 
live in groups, foraging and resting 
together, while males live on their 
own.  

  

16 South American coati   

 

Home 
The coati spends most of its time looking 
for food in the trees and among leaves on 
the forest floor. 

Threats: 
Deforestation and hunting for meat 

Food 
It eats a variety of fruit, as well as 
small creatures such as insects, spiders 
and millipedes.  

 

 

(or ring-tailed coati) 
] 
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Amazing Fact 
Potoos have slits in their eyelids so they can see predators 
without having to open their eyes!  

 

 

Description 
The common potoo is a curious-
looking bird. During the day, it rests 
upright on a tree stump like a statue, 
blending in with its surroundings. At 
night, it hunts for insects, spying 
them through the gloom with its 
enormous eyes. 

 

17 Common potoo 

Home 
Potoos spend most of the day 
perching on trees. They nest in the 
crevices of large branches. 

Threats  
Deforestation 

 

Food 
These large birds feed on insects, such 
as moths, beetles and termites. 
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Amazing Fact 
The bullet ant has one of the most painful insect stings, which 
gives it its name.  

 

 

Description  
Bullet ants live in large colonies and 
burrow in the soil at the bottom of 
trees to make a nest. Measuring up 
to 3 centimetres long, the workers 
forage for food and guard the nest 
against predators.  

 

18 Bullet ant 

Home 
Bullet ants can be found all over the 
rainforest, from the forest floor to the 
treetops. 

Threats  
None 

Food 
Worker ants leave the nest in search of 
insects, nectar and plant sap. They 
carry this food back using their 
powerful jaws, called mandibles.  
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Amazing Fact 
The tarantula has hairs on its body with sharp little barbs. 
When threatened, it rubs these vigorously with its legs so they 
fly off, getting stuck in the enemy. 

 

Description 
Tarantulas are huge hairy spiders. 
Hundreds of different species live in 
the Amazon rainforest, and some 
can be as large as dinner plates! 
Hunting at night, a tarantula moves 
slowly on its eight legs and pounces 
on prey to inject its venom.  

 

24 Tarantula 

Home 
Most tarantulas dig a burrow in the ground 
using their fangs, then make silk to line it. 
Some species hunt prey in the trees, while 
others hunt on or near the ground. 

 Threats 
Deforestation and pet trade 

 

Food 
Like most spiders, tarantulas feed 
mainly on insects, but they sometimes 
target bigger animals such as frogs, 
toads and mice.  
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Amazing Fact 
Baby tapirs have spots and stripes, which provide perfect jungle 
camouflage. 

  
 

Description  
This large pig-like creature is related 
to the rhino. It is mostly active at 
night, using its short, flexible trunk 
to strip leaves, pluck fruit and lift 
food into its mouth. It is an excellent 
swimmer. 

 

25 Tapir 

Home 
During the day, tapirs tend to hide in 
thick undergrowth, coming out at 
night to browse for food. They are 
often found near water.  

 Threats 
Deforestation and hunting for meat and skin 

Food 
The tapir feeds on small plants, 
shrubs and young trees, as well as 
bark and fruit.  
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Amazing Fact 
It can take a long time for the anaconda to digest a large meal, 
so it can go weeks or even a month without feeding.  

 

 

Description 
One of the largest snakes in the 
world, the green anaconda can 
weigh more than a cow! It kills its 
victims by coiling itself around them 
and strangling them to death. Its 
eyes and nose are located on top of 
its large head, so it can breathe and 
see prey even when its body is in the 
water.  

 

27 Green anaconda 

Home 
The anaconda spends most of its time lurking 
underwater in slow-moving rivers, waiting for 
prey. When on land, it can be found in thick 
undergrowth on the forest floor. It may also 
climb trees! 

Threats 
Deforestation, illegal pet trade and hunting for skin 

 

Food 
It eats fish, large rodents, tapirs, 
peccaries and other large animals. 


